
Curiosity Spark
Printables Pack

Let’s Explore Space 
IG N I T E  C U R IO S IT Y ,  I NQU IR Y  &  LE A RNI NG!

Simple early learning resources that 

motivate children of all ages to think,

wonder, communicate and investigate.



I hope you find this resource useful – I love creating resources to support 

educators in the important work that they do! All downloads are Copyright

protected to TheEmpoweredEducator2020 Not to be distributed, 

transferred, or shared in any form.

Thanks for downloading this resource for educators. If you have any

questions or would like to request permission to share anything in this

resource please email support@theempowerededucatoronline.com

Please note the following information before using...

Personal Use Only
This document is for your own personal use. You agree that you will not

copy, reproduce, alter, modify, create derivative works, or publicly

display any content from my downloads (except for your own personal,

non-commercial use).

No Redistribution
This document is for your own personal use. You agree that you will not

copy, reproduce, alter, modify, create derivative works, or publicly

display any content from my downloads (except for your own personal,

non-commercial use).

Clipart/Images
All images used in this printable document are my owned by me with the

appropriate licences or I have gained permission to display (for non

commercial purposes only) by the original owner. All images in this resource

are therefore copyright protected to The Empowered Educator. They cannot

be reproduced or used

in whole or part, for any reason.

You May Not
Alter or sell my files. All file are for personal use only. You 

may not use my items for sale or profit, i.e. print them off, 

laminate them and sell them to others.

Enjoy your new resource!



Hi there, I'm Jodie!

I enjoy supporting early
childhood educators & parents
around the world through my
training sessions, blog posts,
digital resources, play ideas
and Member Hub to feel more
confident in their role no matter
their level of experience or the
early learning environment
they are currently involved in!

I have worked in the early childhood and community services profession for over 35 years

AND I'm a parent of 3 so I know what it's like to be always busy without the support, time

and step by step guidance you need. As often overwhelmed parents, carers and educators

we don't have time for any difficult to understand jargon, lengthy theoretical debates or

complicated learning activities - we just want to meet education requirements and engage

with children (without stress overload) while still having the time to do what we do

best...support and extend the unique learning journey of every child  as they grow and

discover in these very important early years - whether that's with you at home or in an

early learning service.

And that is exactly why I like to do things a little bit differently to support educators,

carer and parents just like you - I don't believe that home learning plans, online training

and the tools we access to help us plan fun learning experiences need to be complicated,

out of the budget or rigid. I believe every adult learns differently and at a different pace

and that's OK. There is nothing wrong with going back to basics & embracing simple... so

welcome to our Empowered Ed Community for Educators, Teachers, Parents & Carers...

let's do this together!

A Little About Me

Welcome to your 
Empowered Ed Community!



How to Use this 
Printables Pack to 

Spark Curiosity
This collection of printable early learning resources and 
prompts gives educators a different set of tools to incorporate 
into programs and environments and
motivate children of all ages to think, wonder, communicate 
and investigate.

The printables are based on real life images so they correspond 
to what children might see in the world around them. Use 
them as a launchpad toward extending your program 
experiences and environments and also as a tool for children 
to direct their own play and learning in different ways. 

There are no ‘rules’ or ‘directions’ for using this set of printable 
resources. Although they do correspond to an Empowered Ed  
‘Curiosity Spark’ Program Planner Pathway and the matching 
activity guides inside Member Hub you can simply use these 
printables on their own - no theme required!

I’ve divided the pack into basic learning outcome areas but you 
can use them in any way that works for your current program, 
age group or environment. Simply choose the elements you 
need and leave the rest for another day! I’ve provided 
suggestions for play and setup to help you get started but make 
sure to incorporate your own ideas and also ask the children 
what they would like to do with them!

If you already have access to the matching Curiosity Spark 
Planner and activity guides you’ll find activities already 
planned for you on the weekly programs that incorporate this 
printables pack.



IV. THINKING, LEARNING &

DISCOVERING

What's Inside
I. DRAMATIC & SOCIAL

PLAY PROMPTS

Rocket Control Panel &
Launch Checklist

II. STORYTELLING, LANGUAGE

& SONGS
Space Word Cards

III. SONGS & FINGERPLAYS

Rocket Porthole Pictures

Space Investigators

Board Play Templates

Visual Discrimination 
Games

IV. CREATIVE SELF-EXPRESSION

Simple Shapes

Building & Inventing

Art Exploration

V. HEALTHY BODIES

Movement & Obstacle 
Course Cards Curiosity Prompts/Signs

Curiosity Sparks Information Web

Learning & Inquiry Displays

Curiosity Sparks Space Cards



Dramatic & Social
Play Prompts 
Invite imagination, role play and

creative self expression with the help

of these dramatic play resources.



Rocket Control 
Panel & Launch 

Checklist
Use the images in this section to ignite 
imagination with a control centre, rocket 
control panel and launch checklist to add to 
clipboards. 

Stick to cardboard boxes, walls and 
furniture or give each child a set to 
'build' their own space



Launch Checklist

Space suit on?

Doors locked?

Safety belts on?

Engine on?

Begin Countdown

Launch!







Rocket Porthole 
Pictures

Print and stick these porthole pictures to 
the inside of boxes or dramatic play spaces 
and talk about what we might see outside 
the window if we were on the space station. 

• What can you see? 
• Where is that? 
• What shape is Earth when we look 

from space? 
• What would you like to see if you 

looked out the window of a rocket? 
• Can you draw it?













Space Investigators
Choose from the printables in this section 
to invite role play, investigation, exploration of tools 
and how to use them and so much more! 

There are smaller labels as well as larger versions to 
stick to boxes, recyclables, containers and furniture. 

Get creative or provide children with 
the opportunity to decide where to put them and 
how things should be labelled in 
their space.

There is also a cover you can print out and add to a 
folder to create individual 
investigation journals!



LENGTH:

WEIGHT:

Space
Treasure

Investigation 
Box

Moon
Rock 
Research

DRAW THE ROCK

Rock 
Washing 

Centre

Scientist's 
Lab



LENGTH:

WEIGHT:

Moon
Rock 
Research

DRAW THE ROCK



Outdoor Investigations
What did you see?

Draw it below!



Magnifying 
Glass

Measuring

Telescope

Explorer 
Bags

Camera

Weighing



Rock 
Washing 

Centre

Space
Treasure

Investigation 
Box



Astronaut
Food Test 
Kitchen

Space 
Parts



Research 
Tools

Safety
Clothing



Scientist's 
Lab



Big

Moon Rock Sorting

Small



Hard

Moon Rock Sorting

Soft



Dark

Moon Rock Sorting

Light



INVESTIGATIONS JOURNAL

IDEAS &



Storytelling,
Language & Songs
Watch children build their

descriptive language, investigation

and vocabulary skills when you

incorporate these fun visual prompts

into your spaces.



Space Word Cards
PPrint, cut out and laminate then use to 
create a literacyy rich environment. LLeave 
for children to choose where they want to 
use them or add to your dramatic playy and 
story areas.



Space Station

Sphere



A
stronaut

Rocket



M
eteorologist

G
ravity



Scientist

Planet



A
stronom

er

O
bservatory



Feltboard/Magnetic
Board Play 
Templates

Simply print and cut out the following 
images to use with your feltboard or 
magnetic board/tray. 

• To use with a feltboard, laminate then 
add a velcro dot to the back of each. 

• To use on a magnetic board, laminate 
and stick a magnet piece cut from a 
craft sheet to the back. 

• Use to tell interactive stories and 
songs or leave out for children to make 
up their own stories and songs.







Visual 
Discrimination 

Games
Use the game cards in this section to invite 
conversation, investigation and interest. 

• What do they see? 
• Which image is different? Why? 
• What makes the others the same? 
• What are the pictures of? 
• What word best describes them? 
• How can we find out more?
• You could also cut the images out 

individually and leave accessible for 
children to create their own games. 

• Can you make your own game? How do 
we play?



























Provide a range of musical and

sensory experiences incorporating

movement, language, instruments,

rhythm and interaction with these

simple songs and fingerplays!

Songs & Fingerplays



When it's time to board me
Then I'll say:

I'M A LITTLE ROCKET

I'm a little rocket

Pointing at the moon.

Now I'm getting fueled up
We'll be ready soon.

Blast Off! Zoom! We're 
on our way!



5 little stars were out one 
night gold and silver, shiny 
and bright. Up came the sun 
with morning's light.

One little star winked out
of sight 4, 3, 2... 1 little 
star was out one night
gold and silver, shiny 
and bright.

Up came the sun with morning's 
light. That little star winked out of sight

- Hello day! Goodbye night!

5 LITTLE STARS



5 LITTLE ASTRONAUTS

5 little austronauts, sitting
on the stars. The first one
said, "Let's go to Mars!".
The second one said ,
"There are spaceships in
the air!"

The third one said, "But we
don't care!" The fourth one
said, "Let's fly up in the
sky!" The fifth one said,
"Let's fly, fly, fly!" 

Then WHOOSH went the
spaceship into the night and
the five little astronauts
zoomed out of sight!



Zoom, zoom, zoom!
I'm going to the moon...

Zoom, zoom, zoom!
I'm going to the moon!

If you want to take a trip,
climb aboard my

rocket ship!

ZOOM! ZOOM! ZOOM!



Moon in the sky.

Some nights you're big 
and round. 

Some nights you're very
small. 

Some nights you're only 
sliver size. 

Some nights you're 
not at all.

THE CHANGING MOON



If you're going to the moon,
wear your boots. If you're
going to the moon, wear
your boots.

If you're going to the moon,
this is what you have to do.
If you're going to the moon,
wear your boots.

Wear your suit
Wear your gloves
Wear your helmet

IF YOU'RE GOING TO 
THE MOON!



Creative Self
Expression
Ignite curiosity, problem solving,

persistence and inquiry 

with these prompts! Children will use

their play, interests and 

ideas to investigate, imagine and

then explore possibilities as 

they get creative.



Simple Shapes
Add cutouts of these shapes to a basket for 
open ended play, as a resource to build 
shape rockets or pattern sequences, punch 
a few holes and turn into threading cards or 
laminate and add a velcro dot to the back to 
use on the feltboard!









Building & Inventing
Print and display 2-3 of the following 
posters in different spaces indoors or out to 
prompt building, inventing, investigation 
and problem solving. 

Document the process using the children's 
own voices and photos



Can you build
a rocket?



Can you make
a pattern?



What could a
garden on the

moon look like?



What could a
space station

look like?



What could you
build to help

launch a rocket?



What would
you build on

Mars?



Art Exploration
Display Van Gogh's Starry Night and 
provide different art materials or loose 
parts (e.g gems) for the children to select 
from and create their own interpretation of 
starry night. 

For older children you could also use this 
as a launchpad to further investigation of 
Van Gogh and his style of painting and 
colour use.





Use these action cards and prompts

to ignite interest in healthy 

physical activity! Challenge fine and

gross motor skills, improve 

balance and coordination and

explore spatial awareness.

Healthy Bodies



Movement Action & 
Fitness/Obstacle 

Course Cards
Get those bodies moving!  Use the first set 
of action cards to explore and talk about 
different movements in space and how it 
can affect our bodies.

Use the second set of action cards to add 
extra physical challenges into your obstacle 
courses or team games. 

You could also leave them accessible within 
your indoor or outdoor spaces for children 
to direct their own challenges and play.



Spin around 
like a planet

Rise up like
the sun

Sink down
like the sun

Walk on the
moon

Blast off like
a rocket

Roll like a
moon rock



Twinkle your
hands like a star

Run fast like
a comet

Sleep like 
an astronaut in 
space

Do a star jump



D
o 5 Star Jum

ps
C

raw
l under som

ething low

W
alk Backw

ards 5 Steps
Lift 2 blocks above your head



Throw
 a ball up high

Bend and touch toes 5 tim
es

C
lim

b a ladder or tree
Spin a hoop in 2 w

ays



Roll on a big ball
Balance a bean bag on your head

Reach up to the sky
D

ance to a fast song



Reach up to the sky
D

ance to a fast song

Tw
irl a scarf or ribbon



Sit & bounce on a ball

W
iggle and shake for 

a w
hole song



Thinking, Learning &
Discovering
Provide simple invitations and provocations that

will support children to participate in a variety of

rich and meaningful inquiry-based experiences.

Share the learning and discovery with families

and help children to revisit and extend upon their

thinking with creative, visual displays that

prompt conversations and connections.



Invitations & 
Curiosity 

Prompts/Signs
If you like to set up provocations or 
invitations to play to create opportunities 
for intentional teaching experiences  and 
discovery try printing out a few prompts 
and labels from this collection to stimulate 
curiosity and critical thinking.



I KNOW these things About…

I See….

I Think….

I Want to Know….

MY CURIOSITY CARDMY CURIOSITY CARDMY CURIOSITY CARD



W
hat do you

notice about the
m

oon phases?



W
hat do you 

see, think and
w

onder?



W
hat is the Earth

m
ade of? W

hat
does it look 
like inside?



W
hat m

akes 
Earth a special
place to live?



C
an you create 
the m

oon?



H
ow

 could w
e

drink w
ater on the

space station?



H
ow

 w
ere m

oon
craters form

ed?



W
hat do you

notice w
hen you

look at the 
m

oon photo?



W
hat do you

w
onder w

hen you
look at pictures of
the space station?



W
hat can you see

w
hen you look at
pictures of the

different planets?



Is the m
oon

sm
ooth or bum

py?
H

ow
 do w

e know
?



H
ow

 far could you
jum

p if you w
ere

on the m
oon?



W
hat do you think

the sun is m
ade

out of?



A
re all stars w

hite?



D
o com

ets 
have tails?



H
ow

 m
any stars

are in a
constellation?



W
hat does a

universe look like?



C
ould you sculpt a
planet w

ith this
playdough/clay?



W
here are the
spheres?



W
hat does the

m
oon’s phase look

like today?



W
hat do you see?



W
hat w

ould you
build to fly 
into space?



C
an you use

shapes to build 
a rocket?



If you plant a seed
in the m

oon w
ill 

it grow
?



W
hat food w

ould
you choose for 
an astronaut?



W
hat can 

you invent?



W
hat w

ould you
nam

e a star?



W
hat do you think

of w
hen you hear
som

eone 
say ‘space’?



My Curiosity Sparks 
& Information Web



Stars



Sun



M
oon



Earth



Learning & Inquiry 
Displays

Print and cut out the labels in this section 
to help you create Wonder Walls and Visual 
Learning Displays that share children's 
voices, projects, questions, investigations 
and research as you travel curiosity 
pathways together.



O
ur W

onder W
all 



O
ur

Investigations



W
isdom

 Begins
in W

onder



W
hat are w

e
curious about?



V
isible

Learning



C
aught on C

am
era



I THINK

Learning & Inquiry Displays

I SEE I WONDER



Solar System 
Curiosity Spark 

Cards
Use these cards and poster images to 
prompt conversations and learning about 
our solar system and planets - add new 
words to their vocabulary and play simple 
games. You can easily modify the challenges 
for different age groups



Venus

Mercury

Earth

Mars



Jupiter

Uranus

Saturn

Neptune



Moon Sun



Mercury



Venus



Earth



Mars



Jupiter



Saturn



Uranus



Neptune



Space Equipment 
Curiosity Spark 

Cards
More cards you can use to spark discussion, 
investigation and understanding about the 
equipment needed for space.



Space Suit

Space Station

Space Rocket

Hubble 
Telescope



Moon buggy

Astronaut helmet

Satellite

Astronomer
telescope



Moon Curiosity 
Spark Cards

Cards to help educators and children learn 
more about the moon through play and 
investigation. Keep it interactive with the use 
of additional materials like clay or 
playdough. 

Print and laminate the longer cards then ask 
who can make the phases of the moon using 
dough on the picture cards to match. 

Spark a discussion about the surface of the 
moon and what we know about it. How could 
we make craters in clay or sand?



Waxing Crescent

First Quarter



Waning Gibous

Waxing Gibous

Full Moon



Third Quarter

Waning Crescent







Stars and 
Constellations

Explore galaxies, constellations and more 
using the printables in this section for 
hands-on exploration. 

• Can you make a constellation using 
sticks and star stickers on top of the 
cards? 

• Can you spot a constellation matching 
your card in the sky tonight? 

Follow the pathway to each star with your 
finger. Draw and name your own star. 

Use the cards to lead you through 
intentional teaching topics like star colour 
and temperature or just ignite interest and 
curiosity



Capricorn

Gemini

Scorpio

Leo



Taurus

Pisces

Aries

Aquarius



Libra

Virgo

Sagittarius

Cancer



Pisces

Aquarius

Aries



Gemini

Taurus

Cancer



Virgo

Leo

Libra



Sagittarius

Scorpio

Capricorn



Browse all of the Member Hub
Activity Guides on this page

https://learningnetwork.theempowerededucatoronline.com/mh-playful-learning/



